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"Jesus came and stood in their
midst and said to them, 'Peace be

with you." The disciples were
paralyzed by fear. After the
Crucifixion, they had locked

themselves in a room and were
keeping a low profile. They didn't
want to end up how Jesus had
ended up. But the Lord stepped
right into this paranocia and
dispelled it in an instant: "The
disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord." Although these first
Christians were very concerned
about preserving their lives, the
fact is that living holed up in an
attic wasn't a life of much
freedom or joy. Jesus wanted his
followers to have the fullness of
life, but this required trust in him
and his promises. As today's
Gospel puts it, through the belief
that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God, "you may have life in his
name." When we come to really
accept who Jesus is, there is no
more need for a life of slavery to
fear--whatever that fear may be,
whether it's fear for our health;
fear for our reputation; fear for
our comfort; or even fear that
our sins are too big for
forgiveness. Today as we
celebrate the feast of Divine
Mercy, we remember that God's
love is strong enough to conquer
the greatest of all human fears:
death itself. This confidence leads
us to a renewed joy. As Pope
Francis wrote in his declaration
of this, the Year of Mercy, "Mercy
is the force that reawakens us to
new life and instills in us the
courage to look to the future with
hope." Once we are firmly
established in this hope, we are
called to be witnesses of mercy
to others. The Holy Father
continues with a challenge for all
of us, "Jesus asks us also to
forgive and to give. To be
instruments of mercy because it
was we who first received mercy
from God."

During the Easter season this year,
we will read from the Book of
Revelation/Apocalypse as the
second reading. Revelation uses
apocalyptic language, rich in
symbolism, to describe experiences
of the early Christian community
near the end of the first century. In a
time of persecution and distress,
hyperbole was used as a literary
convention to express the difficulties
seen by the author, as brother turned
against brother in the face of pressure
to turn from the faith. The language
of apocalyptic writing-so popular in
the first century-was used to convey
the extreme circumstances in which
the church found itself. While the
selections chosen for the Easter
season provide a vision of hope, it is
good to recognize that the hope they
convey comes out of book written at

a time when Christians found
themselves wunder siege and
threatened by Jewish leaders who

were expelling them from the
synagogues and Roman officials who
were persecuting them as apostates.
And so, we begin today with a
testimony from a man named John,
incarcerated in a Roman penal colony,
the island of Patmos. Biblical scholars
tell us that this John is not the same
person as the author of the fourth
Gospel because the grammar and
style of writing are so different. He
may have been a disciple of John the
Evangelist, or someone who was
familiar with his work through the
Johannine communities in Syria.
In today's Gospel, Jesus appears to
the disciples who had sequestered
themselves behind closed doors out
of fear. He comes to give them hope.
Though by a different author, the
Book of Revelation presents the same
theme: Jesus appears in order to
give hope, to remind the faithful that
he lives-an Easter message for today
as well.

What’s on this week:

Legion of Mary Group meets on Tuesday
afternoon at 2.30p.m. in the Church meeting
Room.

St. Joseph’s Young Priests Society Rosary
& Eucharistic Prayer every Thursday morning
from 10.30a.m.— 11.00a.m. in the Oratory. All
are welcome.

Eucharistic Prayer will return this
Friday 8th April 2.30-3.30p.m. in the
Oratory.

and Saturday—9th April—Devotions to
St. Pio will take place after the 10.00a.m.

Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration takes
place Monday to Friday 10.30
a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Oratory.

We remember

John Foran
Maureen McGuinness
Edward Long

Who died recently
MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

&

w/e 26th/27th March \

Church Collections

1st Priests: €917.00
2nd Collection: €704.00

Envelope Collection: €1043.00

4

PARISH LOTTO

Development Fund
There was no winner of last week’s Jackpot.
Congratulations to last week’s
winners of the three €20 Prizes
6 14 19 24
Next week’s Jackpot will be €2800.00

The Draw takes place on Tuesday morning after 10

a.m. Mass in the Church Meeting Room. Entries for the

Lotto draw each week must be put into the safe in the

church by 11.00a.m. on Mondays.
All are welcome to attend the draw.
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Do Catholics have to go to confession at least once a year?
Paragraph #1457 of the Cartechism of the Catholic Church teaches us “each of the faithful is bound
by an obligation faithfully to confess serious sins at least once a yvear.” This is part of the minimum
requirements to pracrice faith as found in the preceprs of the church. The obligarion o confess
A applies to serious sin.
If one pracrices one’s faith sincerely, receives the sacramentcs, prays daily, strives to be holy, and
is unaware of any serious sin, one would not be obligated to go to confession. Paragraph =1458
encourages people, however, to confess venial sin and to view the sacrament as another rool in

the struggle to grow in faith through the formation of conscience.

Like any exercise, when we get out of the habit, it is more difficult to returm to the pracrice.
Avrhleres understand how important daily pracrice is. It is the same for those who do physical
therapy to recover from an injury. The regularity helps more than just occasional activity. In
the same way, the regular pracrice of one’s faithh makes ir easier ro develop a deeper relarionship
with God. Examining one’s conscience and honestly looking at oneself daily, helps a person

understand the need for celebrating the sacrament of penance, even more than once a yvear.

E2O00% Liturgical Publications inc

SUNDAY'S READINGS - First Reading: Many signs and

Hymns wonders were done among the people at the hands of the

apostles. (Acts 5:12) Psalm: Give thanks to the Lord for he is

good, his love is everlasting. (Ps 118) Second Reading:

S When I caught sight of him, I fell down at his feet as though

Jesus Christ is risen today, dead. He touched me with his right hand and said, "Do not be

Alleluia! afraid. I am the first and the last, the one who lives. Once I

was dead, but now I am alive forever and ever. I hold the

keys to death and the netherworld. (Rev 1:17-18)

Gospel: Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and my

God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you come to believe because

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
Unto Christ, our heavenly king, Alleluia! have believed." - Jn 20:28-29

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!  The golemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord is

SIS O S Clel SRR A S TR celebrated this year on Monday 4th April. Thursday 7th

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Our God Reigns..... April is the Feast of St. John Baptist de la Salle Patron

Saint of Teachers. Please pray for our schools as they return
It was our sins and guilt that bruised and for a new term. Parish Finance Committee Meeting
wounded Him Monday 4th April 5pm in the Meeting Room. EASTER DUES:

It was our sin......that brought Him down
Out of the grave He rose in grace and
majesty He’s alive He's alive

Many thanks to those who have already sent in Easter Dues.
Dues, along with the First Collection at Mass, continue to be
the main source of income for our Archbishop and the Priests
Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks to of the Archdiocese including those who are sick and retired.
the risen Lord Easter dues may be placed in the basket at Mass or left into
Alleluia. alleluia. gi ise to Hi the Parish Office during the church refurbishment.

, , give praise to His name

Jesus is Lord of all the earth
He is the King of creation

Spread the good news o'er all the earth
Jesus has died and has risen.



SPREAD THE WORD - Support Our Advertisers! - Your Support Matters

FANAGANS CONTACT FINTAN OR MAIREAD

AT OUR KIMMAGE BRANCH

EXCELLENCE IN FUNERAL CARE ON (01) 492 5959

ESTABLISHED 1819

O’NEILL MEMORIALS oYL
ouse of Flowers

Headstones, additional inscriptions & renovation work St. Agnes Road, Crumlin Village, Dublin 12
For all cemeteries Tel: 01 405 9039
Call 01 4542496 info@dublinhouseofflowers.ie

Website www.oneillmemorials.ie

Please Pray for the Canonisation of

Please Pray for the

Venerable Matt Talbot Beatification of
Lord, in your servant, you have given FRANK DUFF
us a wonderful example of triumph over Servant of God

Founder, Legion of

addiction, of devotion to duty, and of lifelong Mary

reverence for the Holy Sacrament”
Thank you Lord, for
his enormous work &

www.matttalbot.ie example for the lay
KENNY’S SPAR GALTYMORE ROAD

Under New Management
Now Open “Til
10pm Monday - Friday
Free Delivery
Ph: 01 - 516 5378

Little Tots Créche & Priig agi Telephone
Montessori PN L
Landsdowne Valley, @@“@ggﬁ@ﬁ Stephen
Drimnagh Road, @ 085-7297913
Dublin 12

We Recover
Suites ® Armchairs ® Kitchen & Office Chairs
Bed Setties ® Caravan Seats
Pubs & Clubs ® Dance Halls ® Hair Salons

Tel: (01) 4299571

e:info@littletotscrecheandmontessori.com

Now Hiring KARMA
Growing Company Seeking Ha"' Soluhons All Your

Sales Executives Accountancy

. Competiti ) WIG SALON Needs Covered
petitive Benefits Hair L due 1o Al .

« Sales Experience Preferred air Loss due 1o Alopecia PH: 086-7755565

Email: dallman@4lpi.ie for more information or Chemoiherupy ..... ’
Medical Cards, Credit Cards info@assuredaccountancy.ie

045 522 634 087 416 6025

CA RPENTRY People are Looking for

All Home Improvements YOUR Business!
Floors, Doors,

Wardrobes, Stairs,

Kitchens, Decking,

Robbie:

:(i)So 3346058 Call GERARD

086 059 3898
W Help them find it with
I N T E R I 0 R S your Sponsorship here!
Specialists in qutain; & Blinds ca“ Jason at
01-6275843%87»6787244 086 044 5441
20% off blinds with this ad
Visit our new showrooms at
Unit D1, M4 Business Park, Celbridge
(Behind the Applegreen Serv\c_emiti:ion)
Liturgical Publications of Ireland Limited Our Lady of Good Counsel

For AD information Please Call: Mourne Road
Jason 086 0445441 or 1850 790000 Drimnagh, Dublin 12



